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how Impossible it was to thrust advanced Liberal ideas sntral Institutions on the longhand unenlightened peoples : Hapsburg" realm. Above all he discerned the folly of isive foreign policy while all wan turmoil at home. lie ore prepared to pacify his .subjects before the war cloud ig over the liieseugcbirgo burst upon Bohemia.
caution aiicl pliability opened up a new future for Central 'o. Had the headstrong and pertinacious Joseph lived longer (though .soinu gleams of prudence lighted on him
Uxst months) revolts could scarcely hiwc been slaved ofVm ary and the Low Countries, where even his belated con-as inspired distrust. Above all, he could never have coped ho forceful policyof Prussia. There Li little room for doubt lie continuance of his life would have involved the Ions ol ilg-fc provinces, Galicia, and, perhaps, even Bohemia. The iscollcrns would Imvc leaped to heights of power Hint would s challenge to conflict; and Kurope, a prey to Revolution
West, must have been torn at the heart by deadly .strifes, lynastic and racial.
closing- the sluices against the currents about to be: lei at Berlin, Pitt hud latterly counted on the well-known ncc of Leopold of Tnwcany. On afith February, before the se of Joseph, was known in fCondon, lh<: British (ioveni-stiffly opposed tho Prussian plan of acknowledging ihe 2nclei\cc of the Austrian Netherlands. Great lU'ittviu—HO e despatch to Ewart, onr envoy to Hcrlin—had covenanted y to prevent the ICmperor making "an unrestrained use of ?aJth and population" of those provinces, and to obviate ossibility of their going to swell the power of France, .ncl (added Pitt in a side note of his own) must counteract h intrigues in Brabant; but they were unofficial, and would bly fail.1 Me therefore deprecated any action which must Co a war with Austria; but he offered to help 1'riwsla in the former state «f thlngn In the Low Countries. Stress laid 011 "the necessity of enabling Sweden to defend f l>y another campaign against Russia"; Kiitfland would
i i<jth March Fiugornld rcponcd lo Leeds (" K. O.," Krnuce, 34): nn dcr Nootc has made a second fippHrnlkm lo Ilia Moal Clirinllan y rind the National Aasenilily, which has uicl with n niinilftr reception j'r] the former, the loucrs ImvtnK been vcumictl \\no)icnotl,'J Lnfayotlo tin nmctuhnoni, Inn it wrm shelved.s their election of the Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, and that the ambassador demurred, because he was a Protestant. Pitt never recognized any Belgian envoy as having official powers, and took no step that implied Belgian independence.
